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The Ross and Marianna Beach
Hall of Natural History
is a hall in the
Sternberg Memorial Museum,
one of the
Fort Hays State Museums
at
Fort Hays State University

Text by Dr. J.R. Choate
Director of Museums
Photographs by L.M. Jackson
Director of Photographic Services

ollections of objects that eventually would be housed
in the Sternberg Memorial Museum were being
amassed even before the University opened its doors
in 1902. These objects, which included mounted birds
and other specimens, were designated as a museum in 1926 and
were exhibited in the original Forsyth Library. An
internationally-known fossil collector, George F. Sternberg,
assumed responsibility for continued development of the
museum in 1927. His leadership and that of his successors and
their facul.ty colleagues resulted in accumulation of additional
collections that now number approximately three and one-half
million speciments. In 1967, Forsyth Library moved to a new
building and the museum expanded to fill the first floor of the
old library, which was renamed McCartney Hall. After Sternberg's death in 1969, the museum was formally renamed the
Sternberg Memorial Museum to commemorate the accomplishments and contributions of the Sternberg family. McCartney
Hall was remod~led in 1970, and only minor renovation and
preparation of new exhibits have occured since that time.
The Sternberg Memorial Museum houses important collections of geological objects, natural history specimens, and
historical, archeological, and ethnological materials. The Hall
of Natural History has long been a popular attraction because
of the appeal of the large, showy wildlife on exhibit there.
These specimens include mounted birds and mammals, an extensive collection of shells, amphibians and reptiles, insects,
and specimens of other kinds of animals. However, as a result
of crowded conditions, the exhibits have had limited educational potential. Several years ago, it was decided to renovate
the Hall of Natural History when funds and labor became
available. The opportunity arose in 1983.
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HE STERNBERG MEMORIAL
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oss and Marianna Beach offered their collection of big
game trophies from Africa for deposit in the Sternberg
Memorial Museum in 1983. The crowded conditions in
the Hall of Natural History would have prevented
exhibition of those trophies; therefore, Ross and Marianna
agreed to fund renovation of the Hall.
Thomas Herman, Conservator and Preparator for the Sternberg Memorial Museum, assumed responsibility for renovation
and designed an innovative floorplan for a new Hall of Natural
History. The design called for replacement of the old floor,
modification of existing cases, erection of new walls, installation of improved lighting, and construction of a diorama. The
intent was to provide more educational exhibits by arranging
specimens according to habitat and making more informative
labels. _The plan was approved by the State Architect in
autumn of 1984, and construction began the following
January.
Building maintenance personnel removed the old floor and
erected new walls. Most other construction and technical labor
was performed by Tom Herman, usually assisted by student
Ralph ("Scott") Moses. Backgrounds were painted and educational labels were prepared by museum secretary/ artist Gwenne
Cash.
The proposed diorama was to illustrate the Serengeti Plain of
East Africa, one of the areas Ross and Marianna Beach visited
to collect the animals they donated to the Sternberg Memorial
Museum. The Serengeti is a grassland analogous to the Great
Plains of North America, and plans called for educational
materials to explain the similarities and dissimilarities in the
faunas and floras of these two regions. Internationally-known
museum artist William Eastman, Jr., was contracted to
prepare the background and foreground for the diorama. He
designed a scale model of the diorama, in consultation with
Herman and Ross and Marianna Beach, while the shell for the
diorama was being constructed. He began work on the fullscale diorama, frequently assisted by Gwenne Cash, in the
spring of 1985, and the diorama was completed in July.
Renovation of the Hall of Natural History is not yet done,
but work has progressed sufficiently to reopen the Hall to
visitors. Minor finishing details are ongoing and labels and
graphics remain to be prepared and installed in the exhibits.
This kind of work is a continuous undertaking in museums, and
in this respect the renovation will never be complete.
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-Ross and Marianna Beach-

e floorplan of the renovated Hall, now officially
edicated as the Ross and Marianna Beach Hall of
Natural History, depicts the arrangement of exhibits.
As you enter the Hall, exhibits showing common birds
of Kansas (numbers 1-4 on the floorplan) are on the right. Informative labels for the exhibits explain features of birds, their
migrations, and their feeding habits. The'birds are arranged by
habitat, showing which birds occur in four major types of
habitat on the Great Plains: open water, shore and marsh,
grassland, and woodland.
On the left is a small exhibit area (number 11) that will be
changed periodically. Beyond it in a sunken area is an exhibit
(number 12) of northern North American mammals, including
a Kodiak bear, polar bear, and moose. Next on the left
(number 13) is an exhibit of insects and spiders that occur in
Kansas.
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As you leave the African savannah, you round another corner
to the left. There, on the right, is the last of the Kansas bird
exhibits (number 5). On the left is an exhibit of the amphibians
and reptiles of Kansas (number 15). This exhibit includes
specimens preserved in alcohol as well as some lifelike mounts.
Farther down the hall are exhibits of the mammals of the
Great Plains. On the right (number 6) are some of the smaller
native mammals, and in a sunken area on the left (number 16)
are larger mammals such as bison, pronghorn, and mule deer.
The sunken area will be the future location of a diorama depicting a prairie scene in Kansas. Thus, one will be able to contrast
the fauna and flora of the Serengeti Plain of Africa with those
of the Great Plains of North America. At present, the
background of the sunken area is a painting by William
Eastman, Jr., that illustrates some of the typical animals and
plants of the Great Plains region.
A little farther on the left is a case (number 9) containing
wax models of North.American mammals. These models were
sculpted by William Eastman, Jr., while he was on the faculty
at Fort Hays State University.
Around the corner to the left is the marine exhibit. This exhibit (number 10) contains a whale skull accompanied by information on whales. Also included is the 0.R. Brittan shell collection (number 8), which is world-wi<le in representation.
Scheduled for inclusion in the future are a marine diorama
(number 7) and a marine aquarium. Beyond the next doorway
is the entrance, which ends the tour of the Ross and Marianna
Beach Hall of Natural History.
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As you turn the corner to the left, you enter the African
savannah. A spectacular diorama (number 14) depicts a
satiated lion among potential prey on the Serengeti Plain. On
either side of the diorama are cases containing other materials
and information about the natural history of Africa.

THE ROSS AND MARIANNA BEACH HALL OF NATURAL HISTORY
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illiam Eastman, Jr., was raised on a ranch near
Douglas, Wyoming. He completed undergraduate
studies in geology and museum techniques at the
University of Iowa. When Bill was about 27 years
old, he was influenced by paleontologist George Sternberg to
pursue graduate studies and further develop his interest in
museum work at Fort Hays State University, where he earned
the master of science degree in zoology and botany. He later
studied wildlife illustration at the Ringling School of Art in
Sarasota, Florida, and completed all of the requirements except
the thesis for a master of fine arts degree at the University of
Hawaii.
Bill was on the faculty at Fort Hays State University from
1948 until 1955. He was employed in 1954 by the U.S. Army to
prepare three habitat exhibits for the Dugway Proving
Grounds. He subsequently taught art, biology, and geology at
Central Oregon College through the extension department of
the University of Oregon, and for five summers he was a field
biologist for the Oregon State Forest Lands Research Center.
In 1960, he joined the faculty of the University of New
England in Armidale, Australia, where he lectured in ornithology and botanical illustration. Two years later, he
returned to the United States to join the staff of the University
of Wyoming's Agricultural Extension Information Department.
There, for eight years, he was state visual aids specialist and
also organized and directed the University Graphics Department. Wanting to get back into the fields of natural history
and wildlife painting, he prepared and curated exhibits for the
Denver Museum of Natural History and the Kansas City
Museum of History and Science for the next 12 years before he
retired.
Since 1948, Bill has taught private art classes in Kansas,
Hawaii, Oregon, Wyoming, Missouri, and both New South
Wales and Queensland in Australia. More than 200 of his oil
and watercolor paintings are in private collections, and he has
exhibited in galleries in Colorado, Arizona, Wyoming,
Missouri, California, and Oregon. He also painted 50 watercolors for the Hawaiian Village in Honolulu. Additionally, he
has authored and illustrated two books ("Parrots of Australia"
and "Australian Kookaburras and Kingfishers") and illustrated
three books writteµ by other persons ("Grasshoppers," "College

THE ARTIST

-William Eastman, Jr.Botany," and "The Life of an Emu," the last of which was
written by his wife Maxine ("Beth") Eastman, who is also a
naturalist and well known artist).
Bill has traveled extensively in North America, Australia,
and Africa. The diorama he prepared for the Sternberg
Memorial Museum at Fort Hays State University is his sixteenth, and hopefully there will be numerous others.

A FRICAN SAVANNAH DIORAMA

Sternberg
Memorial
Museum

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY
HAVS, KANSAS

The Museum Plan
Exhibits in the Sternberg Memorial Museum have been
grouped into a number of areas: Paleontology-fossils;
Natural History-Recent vertebrates and invertebrates;
Geology-rocks and minerals; History-objects dealing with
the period of discovery, exploration and settlement of the
Great Plains of western Kansas, including the history of the
University; Archeology and Ethnology-Indian artifacts and
artifacts from other parts of the world.

Hall ol Paleontology
The Hall of Paleontology contains the remains of animals
and plants which lived in or near the Cretaceous seas of
western Kansas about 100 million years ago. The primary
reason for the extensive Cretaceous collection is that rocks of
this age are well exposed at the surface in central and
western Kansas. In fact, the Cretaceous fossils exhibited in
the Sternberg Memorial Museum include some of the most
complete or otherwise unique specimens in any museum in
North America. Among the animals are large marine and
flying reptiles that have brought international recognition to
the museum and the University as scientists from all over
the world have come to study them.
Also displayed are fossils from deposits of late Cenozoic
age. The.e include remains of elephants, camels, horses,
rhinoceros, bison, musk-oxen, and ground sloth. These
animals lived in Kansas from 10 million to a few thousand
years ago.

Ross and Marianna Beach

Hall of Natural History
The Beach Hall of Natural History contains specimens of
various modern animals. The highlight of the Hall is a
diorama depicting a lion walking across the East African
Plains. This exhibit serves as a contrast to the present plains
of western Kansas and as a model for what western Kansas
may have looked like a few million years ago. Other mammal exhibits include one on Plains animals and one on
bears.
The bird collection is the most extensive. Kansas is near
one of the main bird migration routes and a large number
of birds frequent the state. Included in the exhibits, which
are arranged by habitat, are the rare whooping crane,
pelicans, eagles, ducks, and owls.
Also on display are insects and spiders and a huge whale
skull. A small case near the entrance to the Hall is used for
rotating exhibits.

Geology
The geology collection is exhibited in the north section of
the foyer. On display are samples of various minerals and
examples of the three major classes of rocks; igneous,
sedimentary, and metamorphic. Two exhibits of special interest are the fluorescent minerals and the meteorite collection. The latter collection, one of the largest in Kansas, has
examples of both metallic and stony forms, a number of
which have been found in western Kansas.

Hall of Archeology
and Ethnology
The Hall of Archeology and Ethnology contains the
artifacts of Indian groups that lived in Kansas, other areas
of the Plains and southwestern United States. On display are
projectile points, scrapers, knives, and hammers. Exhibits of
basketry and pottery are of special interest. The ethnological
material includes pottery, weapons, and other material from
Korea, Japan, China, and the Philippines.

Hall of History and
Hall of Pioneers
Exhibits in these two halls depict early settlement of the
Great Plains and the early history of the university. Old
Fort Hays and its predecessor, Fort Fletcher, belonged to a
period marked by romance, violence, and legends. The
historical exhibits depict fascinating phases of the old
military area, the coming of the railroad to Ellis County,
the final settlement of the western Kansas prairie, and the
early days of Hays City.
Included in the Hall of Pioneers are objects which played
an important part in the everyday life of the early settlers.
Farming and ranch equipment such as sod plows, scythes,
and barbed wire are exhibited. Household items, many of
them hand made, have been contributed by interested
citizens from all over the plains area. A large collection of
firearms and other historical material is on display in the
east part of the foyer.
In the Hall of History are photographs and other
historical materials cataloging the settlement of Ellis County
by German-Russian emigrants. The establishment of the
university on the Fort Hays Military Reservation land and
its subsequent growth forms another phase in the unusual
history of this area which is preserved by photographs and
other memorabilia in the Hall of History.
A small area of the south part of the foyer is of special
significance as it is devoted to the history of the Sternberg
family after whom the museum has been named.

The highlight of the Hall of Paleontology is the world famous "fish within a fish,"
collected from a Kansas Cretaceous chalk bed.

The highlight of the Beach Hall of Natural History is the African diorama prepared by
William Eastman, Jr.

This large Swiss music box is capable of playing ten melodies and represents one of the
many historical items displayed in the Hall of History.

C:

In the Hall of Pioneers are displayed many items used by the early settlers of Kansas. Among
them is this large spinning wheel.

IGNEOUS ROCKS

The geology exhibits display rocks and minerals from throughout the world, as well as provide information
on the origin and properties of the major types of rock.

The Hall of Ar haeology and Ethnology contains artifacts from many cultures such as
this display of merican Indian pottery.

The large nimal exhibit is one of the most popular with tourists and children.

The Sternberg Memorial Museum is on the Fort Hays
State University campus, easily reached from Interstate 70,
U.S. Highway 183 and U.S. Highway 40 bypass. Hours are:
Weekdays when the university is in session-8 a.m. to
5 p.m.
Weekdays when the university is not is session-I p.m.
to 5 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays-I p.m. to 5 p.m.
The Museum is closed on major holidays.
Exhibits are plainly marked so visitors may enjoy the
museum with or without a guide, and additional information is always available from staff members.
A cordial welcome awaits visitors to the museum and
groups are invited to tour the exhibits. School children, college students, Girl Scouts and Brownies, Boy Scouts and
Cubs, civic and service organizations, and thousands of
tourists visit the museu111 each year. Leaders of large groups
are asked to make appointments for visits with the museum
staff. The toll free number in Kansas is 1-800-432-0248, ext.
4286.
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The
Sternberg
Fainily

The Sternberg Family
Late in the fall of 1969, the Fort Hays State
University administration changed the name of
the museum to the Sternberg Memorial
Museum. This move, originally suggested by
the Sternberg Geology Club, was taken not
only to give recognition to the outstanding contributions of George F. Sternberg, but to give
credit to other members of the Sternberg family
who contributed much to western Kansas
history and to understanding of the rocks and
fossils in this area.
The first Sternberg to
come west was Dr.
George M. Sternberg,
who was assigned as
the post surgeon at Fort
Harker (Ellsworth)
Kansas in 1866. Dr.
Sternberg had gained
considerable fame as a
surgeon during the
Civil War and was
later to become
Surgeon General of the
United States Army.
While in Kansas he
often visited other posts
along the Smoky Hill Trail. The soldiers on
patrol occasionally found fossil bones which
they brought in to the post surgeon. They in
turn showed the bones to Dr. Sternberg who
took them to Washington and Philadelphia
where ~arly paleontologists reported and
described these fossils in the scientific
literature. These reports provided the first
record of fossils found in western Kansas.

Dr. Sternberg bought a ranch near Fort
Harker and invited the remainder of his family
to Kansas to help manage it. Among those
arriving was a younger brother, Charles H.
Sternberg, who soon
became intensely interested in collecting
the fossil leaves that he
found in the sandstone
hills near his ranch.
Charles sent his fossils
back east to be studied
by scientists. With the
encouragement that he
received from these
workers and his older
brother, Charles decided on a career of fossil
hunting. His experiences are documented in his autobiographical
book The Life of a Fossil Hunter. The many
specimens that Charles found, now preserved
in the larger museums of North America and
Europe, are a monument to his success.
When three boys joined the Charles H.
Sternberg household, it was only natural that
they should accompany their father on fossil
hunting expeditions. When only nine years of
age, George F., the eldest son camped in the
chalk beds of western Kansas with his father.
On this trip George discovered a most unusual
fossil reptile, a plesiosaur, that brought forth
much enthusiastic praise from his father. This
fatherly commendation may have had much to
do with the decision George soon made, that he
would follow in his father's footsteps and

become a fossil hunter. For the next 70 years
his was a life of fossil hunting, collecting,
preparing and exhibiting his finds for museums
a11 over the world. George collected fossils, independently or under contract, in western
North America and Argentina. In 1925, he
returned to western Kansas to devote the remainder of his active life to searching out the
animals and plants buried in the chalk beds of
an ancient sea that once covered this area. In
1927 George became affiliated with the college ·
and remained on the staff until his retirement.
George's two
younger brothers also
became professional
fossil hunters. While
their careers were spent
primarily in Canada,
they sent specimens to
George to help augment the collections in
the University Museum.
The museum stands as
a tribute to the dedication and perserverence
of this family.

History
of the
Sternberg
Museum

FORT HAYS STATE UNIVERSITY

HAYS,KANSAS

History of the
Sternberg
Museum
Even before what is now Fort Hays State
University opened in 1902, local citizens, and
various establishments had collections of curios,
historical items, rocks, and mounted animals. A
local real estate dealer, C.W. Miller, Sr.
(cover), had purchased mounted bird specimens
from taxidermists in the East, and had learned
the art of taxidermy. It was not long until
many of his specimens were placed in stores
and offices in Hays. Eventually, some of his
specimens were given to the newly established
Normal School. The first major contribution to
the museum was the mounted bird collection
presented by Miller.
The first printed record regarding a museum
appears in the Western Normal School
catalogue for 1907-1908, wherein there appeared a floor plan of the Academic Building
(Picken Hall) that indicated room 15, in the
basement, was to be the museum. However,
the room was never used for that purpose.
The majority of the early collections was exhibited in the library room on the second floor
in the northwest corner of Picken Hall. It was
possible to divide the room with a large,
wooden pull-down door. The north section was
used for the museum, but it was not long until
all space was needed for the library. The
Normal School Leader of February 9, 1915,
mentions that Miss Bice, the librarian, found it
necessary to "place some tables in the museum
room" to relieve the crowded condition in the
library. Early pictures of the library room
show a mountain lion or cougar on top of the
book cases. Miller's bird specimens were housed
in cases along the walls.
W.A. Lewis became president of the college
in 1913. He was enthusiastic about the development of a museum for the students and people
of western Kansas.

tinued on as Curator until his retirement.
Shortly after Sternberg's death in 1969 and at
the instigation of the Sternberg Geology Club
the museum was formally named the Sternberg
Memorial Museum to honor the contributions
of the Sternberg family.

Myrl V. Walker

In 1967 Forsyth Library moved to a new
building and the museum expanded to fill the
first floor of the old library. An extensive
remodeling of the building was undertaken in
1970 to give the museum its present facilities.
Richard J. Zakrzewski was appointed Director
in 1973. Zakrzewski also serves as Chief
Curator for the collections assisted by a number
of consultants on the faculty and student
assistants. Frank W. Potter was appointed
Curator of Paleobotany in 1977 and in 1978 the
museum hired its first full time employee,
Thomas E. Herman, who serves as an Exhibit
Designer/Preparator and Conservator. Gary L.
Millhollen was appointed Curator of Geology
in 1984.
Likewise 1984 saw the formation of the Fort
Hays Museums Association, an organization of
people interested in enhancing and taking part
in the activities of the various museums at Fort
Hays State. In late 1984 renovation of the Hall

In 1914 Lewis formally appointed Miller as
Curator of the Museum. Records indicate that
Miller had been acting in that capacity as early
as 1910.
Lewis encouraged Professor Ward Sullivan to
start a collection of historical items. Sullivan
sent letters to a number of influential people
r€questing that they help in this collection of
historical materials, for he feared that much of
pioneer history would be lost if a record were
not made and objects, diaries, and pioneer
stories placed in safe keeping.

In 1926 the original Forsyth Library (now
McCartney Hall) was completed. Lewis provided space for the museum in the building and
formally recognized it as an independent unit.
In his continued attempt to improve the
museum, President Lewis encouraged George
F. Sternberg, an independent field vertebrate
paleontologist living in Oakley, Kansas, to
establish headquarters in Hays. Sternberg had
been collecting fossils for many years, for he
and his two younger brothers had been trained
in this work by their father, Charles H. Sternberg (see Sternberg Family pamphlet). When
Sternberg moved to Hays in 1927, he was
assigned office space and workroom facilities
adjacent to the museum rooms. However, he
received a very minimum salary, and continued
to collect independently for many years. Stern-

berg was given the title of Curator of Geology
and Paleontology. Largely through his efforts,
an exhibit of fossils and rocks was started. Due
to his continuing enthusiasm and active collecting, some of the most complete and unique
specimens of fossil reptiles and fishes to be
found in any museum in North America are
displayed in this museum.
Both Miller and Lewis died in 1933. C.E.
Rarick became president of the college and
appointed Sternberg Curator of Museums.
Sternberg assumed the responsibility for all
museum collections and from 1934 to 1955 he
served as the only staff mem her in the
museum. In 1955, Myrl V. Walker, a graduate
of the college in 1927, returned to Hays on the
invitation of President M.C. Cunningham to
join the staff. Walker had been working as a
park naturalist in the National Park Service
since 1933.
Walker served as Director of the Museums
until his retirement in 1973. Sternberg con-

George F. Sternberg

of Natural History was begun. The highlight of
the Hall is a diorama of an African savannah.
The renovation was made possible by the
generosity of Ross and Marianna Beach, of
Hays, after whom the Hall is now named.
Approximately 1,000,000 specimens are housed
in the museum, the majority being fossils. Some
of these fossils have special significance as they
are type specimens (the first specimen of its
kind to be described in the scientific literature).
The fossil vertebrates in the Sternberg Memorial
Museum, along with the recent vertebrates in
the Museum of the High Plains (Department of
Biology research collections), give Fort Hays
State the best collection of vertebrates of any
academic institution in the Great Plains. The
Sternberg Memorial Museum is a member of
the American Association of Museums and
together with the Museum of the High Plains is
affiliated with the Association of Systematic
Collections and The Explorer Family of
Museums.
About 50,000 people visit the museum each
year. Visitors come from all over the world,
some from as far as Australia and Japan. Guided tours are available to large groups by appointment. Over the years the museum has and
will continue to serve as an important educational and research facility for this region.

